
Dear __________________,       February 5, 2018 

 Welcome to Grade 11 Physics!  I hope your first semester ended well, and that you have had 
some time to rest and recharge yourselves and are now ready to dedicate yourself to your new classes.  
I’m excited to be teaching you this term, and I know that over the course of the semester we will grow 
into a close knit learning community.  In this letter I wish to introduce myself to those of you who do 
not know me, I would like to clearly explain my expectation for this course, and I would like to 
articulate why I am excited to teach physics to you. 
 I have been teaching math and science courses (primarily French Math) for over 10 years.  I 
was a student at Vanier and KCVI myself, in fact, I studied physics in this very room 20 years ago.  My 
path after high school led me to the study of mechanical engineering at Queen’s, followed by a degree 
in education.  I enjoy teaching math, but for me the main reason that I had for learning math was to be 
able to understand and be able to solve problems in physics class.  When I’m not teaching, I enjoy 
singing, and swimming, and the fibre arts (knitting, spinning, weaving).  During summer vacations I 
enjoy exploring different countries and having adventures.  Most recently I went to Iceland and spent a 
week climbing volcanoes, hiking to waterfalls, and knitting a sweater for my travel buddy. 
 You may have been asked the question ‘What is physics?’ at some point in your past studies in 
science. I believe that I have a more appropriate question – ‘What isn’t physics?’. If you really think 
about it, physics is everywhere and physics is everything. Physics keeps you on this planet (literally), 
physics is the car you drive, the sports you enjoy, the music you listen to, the iPhone you use, the sunset 
you watch, and it is part of the activities you undergo every day. Personally, I greatly enjoy learning about 
physics, seeing physics in action, and applying physics to real life. I have seen how knowing about 
physics can be a powerful tool, how it can lend to one's way of life, and how it can contribute to one's 
career. I have family and friends who work closely with their knowledge and understanding of physics be 
it through their work as an engineer, an electrician, a researcher, a physiotherapist, a lab technician, an 
architect or a dentist…..the list goes on and on. Above all, I enjoy how physics leads us to answers and, 
perhaps more importantly, on to more questions.  Of extreme importance to me is that you feel like you 
are learning something useful – something useful to your world. In this vein, I would challenge you to ask 
if you ever believe our studies are not relevant to our world. 
 Following the rules of K.C.V.I. and the specific responsibilities and policies of the science 
department will be expected and honoured in our class, I expect, above all, respect and honesty in this 
classroom.  In order to learn together we must trust, listen to, and learn from one another.  This seems to 
be the underlying theme at K.C.V.I. and I have always been very impressed with my classes at this 
wonderful school.   
 I would like you to complete this learning letter exercise by completing a placemat activity and 
submitting this to me next class. This is part of your first homework assignment.  In this placemat activity, 
we are going to ‘set the table’ for your successful Gr.11 Physics experience. There are four areas that I 
would like you to complete – About You, Your Thoughts on Physics, Your Future Aspirations, Special 
Notes (as outlined on the reverse of this page). 
 Once again, I am excited to begin this 
journey together. I am looking forward to getting 
to know you better.  This letter and your response 
represents the first step. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rachel Bearse 



Section I - About You 

For those of you who I do not know well, please provide 

- an introduction   - something about your background 
- what extracurricular interests do you have?  - what type of 

learner are you? 
- what activities do you do that might be related to physics?  
- what interests do you have that might be related to physics? 

For all of you, please include 

- describe one highlight of your last semester  
- did you enjoy your sciences last semester/year? why/why not? 
- did you like math last year? why or why not?                 - do you like writing? why or why not? 

Section II - Your Thoughts on Physics 
- your what are favourite topics in Physics so far? 
- how did you like electricity in Grade 9? light and optics in Gr.10? 
- what study techniques help you learn physics? 
- what have you heard about this course? have your friends given you any advice? 

Section III – Future Aspirations 

- why are you taking physics? what are your goals in the course? 
- where do you want to be this time next year? the year after? university? college? gap year?  

Section IV – Special Notes 

- what attributes did your favourite high school teacher have? 
- do you have any special learning needs or considerations? 
- and anything else you think I might want to know about you and your love of science! 
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