
This is an individual summative graphing project that we will give to Kate and Robin, 
my sisters-in-law.  It is based on the data that they have recorded over the first months 
with newborns Ellie and Daniel.  Due Date: Monday April 13 2015

The data that has been collected is RAW data, collected from the “baby tracker” app.  
There is a lot of it.  We need to make some choices about what data would be good to 
summarize, and how to present it clearly.  Each person will graph data for each baby 
(you can’t pick a favourite)

Your finished graphs will be given to Robin and Kate, so do your best work.

The data recorded includes: Sleep, Feeding, and Diapers

The kinds of graphs that you have practiced are: line graphs, bar graphs, histograms 
and pie graphs

There is an option to present graphs using technology if you’d like to.  We’ve practiced 
using Google Sheets.

Step 1:  Examine the data.  
• What data is presented?
• Is the data the same for each baby?
• How is the data presented?  (charts? graphs? lists? tables?) Be sure you know how to 

read each type

Step 2: Making Choices
• What data set is interesting to you?
• What data set is easy to represent graphically?
• Will you compare babies on one graph, or graph each baby separately?
• What kind of graph do you want to do?
• Will you compare week 1 for each baby, or will you compare the stats for each baby 

on the same date? (remember Daniel is 14 days younger than Ellie)

Step 3: Check with Ms. Bearse (a good idea before you do lots of work)

• I want to graph this data ___________________________________

• I will use this kind of graph _________________________________

• I will use technology to help with my graph        Y   /   N
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Step 4: Graph your Data
• Get all the numbers you need (be accurate!  take your time and double check)
• Label the graph well
• Communicate clearly so that Kate and Robin know what you are graphing
• Layout the graph well on a page (it should not be too small or too large)
• Make sure that the graph makes sense if it’s printed (black and white)

Step 5:  Write a few sentences
• Describe (in general terms) what the graph shows 

(e.g. “This graph shows that Daniel uses more and more diapers each week”, or “This graph shows that 
Ellie slept more than Daniel each week”)

Step 6: Get a friend to check it over to make sure that it is complete and easy to 
understand.  Use the following check list

   The graph has a title that includes the name(s) of the child(ren) and the topic being graphed
   The choice of graph makes sense for the data being used
   There is enough data being used (a long enough time frame, enough data points)
   There is a legend/labels
   The axes have titles
   The axes have numbers that are evenly spaced out
   The graph is easy to read in black and white
   I understand what the graph is showing.
   The sentences on the page make sense of the graph
   The author’s name is on the page

Step 7: Print it out and hand it in to Ms. Bearse (or put it in the small blue basket).
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